South CongregationChurchU nitedChurchof Christ

Our Mission is to be an
inclusive community of
faith that preaches =
the word of God, I %T?i
teaches the love of Jesus B
Christ and reaches out

to all through the September 2015

Holy Spirit. Words from our Minister
An Open and Affirming  Fall comes and with the cool, crisp air we begin our new program year here at
Congregation South Church.Folks return from vacation and time away to more predictable

schedules andhe departure of summer guesWe welcome back the bulk of our
families and children as Church School begins (though many of our youth attended
Pilgrim Lodge for a week this summer and/or Vacation Bible School in end of
June). We also welcome back our adult choir to their respective places of song and
spirit in the chancel.

Inside this issue: However, be assured that the work of the church has continued this summer, many
Words from Rev. Whiston joining the walk to support Caring Unlimited to address domestic violence ~
volunteering to serve the meal at Mama Mia Pasta Supper in Alfred to benefit
Christian Education News  York County Shelter ~ serving the meal twice/month at Bon Appetite Soup
Kitchen in Biddeford~ filling a box of needed items for Grace Street Ministry for
You Should Know those experiencing homeless in Portlarfilling backpacks with needed school
Scholarships supplies for community children this fall ~ or making lunches for community

youth in summer recreation programs.

Music News from David i .
God is at work. Our hands are at woRur church is at work. Charles

Life Journeys

April 23-30, 2016 are the dates
At its August meeting, the reserved for us at BackBay Mission
Central Board gave its suppo in Biloxi MS. An opportunity for
for Rev. Charles to spend six hands on mission which includes
weeks at BackBay Mission in home painting/repair, homeless
Biloxi, MS next spring. While center volunteer and/or soup kitchen
details will be finalized, he will be serving. We are limited to fifteen
Sunday Worship10:30 am |an Assistant Site Supervisor through from South Church (we are paired
(Nursery Care provided) [the Long Term Volunteer Progran with another UCC church in NH with
of our United Church of Christ. whom we’ve gone previously).
sSunday School 10:30am | iy ,ring Charles’ time there, our own You must let Rev. Charles know by
Classes South Church group is scheduled o |October 5 if you have any interest as
Hymn Sing Sundays be on site as wellCentral Board we take the pulse of how many are
(last Sunday each month) | Was pleased to support the request interested.We are committed to
10:15 am of Rev. Charles and Personnel bringing those of all ages, those who
Committee and we extend our have gone before and those who have
outreach once again to the people never had such an experiendgev.
of the Gulf Coast in this tenth Charles will be leader of the group.
anniversary year of Hurricane An information session takes place
Katrina. after the worship service on Octobagr
4, please plan to attend if interested.
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Sunday School

Registration day and first day of church school classes September 13

The Christian Education Committee is excited to kick off another fun year of Sunday School
and activities for the Children of South Congregational Church. Please come at 10:15 on
Sunday September 930 register your children for Sunday School. Class will begin that
morning! We will hear a bible story, make some crafts and of course connect with friends.
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All Church Picnic a

Sunday, September 2@ollowing worship service will be our annual picnic on the
river-green for all of the South Church familidot dogs and burgers provided as well
as drinks and dessert.

Simply bring a dish (ie. salad or similar) to shaktewill be good to be together once
again !

Youth Choir

Our Music Director David Brandes has offered to run Children’s Choir again this fall. We
will have our first choir practice oBeptember 27 This was a great success in the spring
and we hope to have many returning singers and a few new voices.

May 24, Sunday School children and
adults planting the garden in the front
of the church.




Mark Your Calendar

September 13 Ourworship hour returns tol0:30a.m.

Tuesday, September 8 All Committee Night - All committees are encouraged/invited to
meet on the same eveningVe’ll begin with coffee and dessert in the Community House at
6pm, then soon before 7pm, we’ll break into our respective committees for meeting/busi
each needs to conduct.

Sunday September 27A unique opportunity to both support awitness the ordinationto
Christian ministry our seminary student (now graduate), Debra GirBehbie has been
called to serve as pastor and teacher of the North Windham United Church of Christ and
York Association invites one and all to the service ordination which takes place here at Sa
Church, at 3:00p.mYou are warmly invited.

At the July 18th Caring Unlimited Walk , it was announced that in the years to come the titl
“Ellie’s Walk” will be added to “Nicole’s Run” for this annual event; honoring Ellie Treost
daughter of Morven and Daan, sister to Karen and M&idb grew up in South Church and
was a victim of domestic violenc& his year, South Church raised over $2,700 through its
participants.

As we go to print, theenovation work in our Fellowship/Coffee room is nearly complete.
Take a look ! Renovation work on the church front porch lantern is about done and upgrac
steeple lighting is now all functionall hese two projects have been done with support from
our General Fund ‘Maintenance ‘ line item and our Memorial Fund respectively.

If you were in worship on June 28, you walked out with a $10 bill
from Rev. Charles and the message to invest it, multiply it, match it
4w | t0 @ good cause, give it away in a creative fashion!

Reference the story ef

Faithful Stewards (Matthew 25: 13D)
Sharing Two Coats (Luke 3: 11)
What Does God Ask of Us (Micah 6:8

We are asked to write our message/story of what we did with our $10 and bring those wo
(or mail them) to worship on September 20. Plan to be in worship to hear the stories of ou
$10 bills !

South Church Endowment Fund challenge

The Trustees are pleased that our 2015 South Church Endowment Fund Challenge has g
to just over $170,000 received as of midgust toward our goal of raising $200,000 to
strengthen the Endowment’s ability to support our many Church endeavors.

If you have not yet given toward that goal, we encourage you to consider making a gift be
Labor Day, when we hope to reach our $200,000 Endowment Goal. Thus far we have rec
77 individual gifts to match our $100,000 plus received originally from five angel dovides.
hope you'll help to put us “over the to@nd help to keep South Church’s Endowment healt
for generations to come. Sandy Severance
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SING TO THE LORD!

St. Augustine said, “He who sings prays twice”.

Ever thought abouginging in the choir? This fall is a great time to start! Rehearsals for the Adult C
fall season begin ofihursday, September 10from 7:15pm to 8:45pm, in the choir room. The choir p
vides a wonderful opportunity for fellowship, and to experience the unique beauty of sacred chtisec
joy of making music with others.

The Adult Choir sings regularly at our Sunday morning services and on special occasions. The cf
meets every Thursday evening for rehearsal at 7:15pm, as well as for a short rehearsal prior to thq
Sunday morning service. We have a wonderful group of singers and our rehearsals are both @un 3

ductive. We have a particular need for tenors but all voice parts are more than welcome! Buring th

Christmas holiday season, the choir will be giving a special musical presentation in Advent, as
well as during our Christmas Eve “Lessons and Carols” service.

Our Youth Choir is a fun opportunity for our school age young people. Rehearsals for our Youth (

will begin onSundaySeptember 27in the church, immediately following the worship service and durIing

the post service coffee time. The rehearsal lasts for only tvixetyity five minutes in an effort to avoid
detaining parents.

The Youth choir will sing on one or two occasions during the fall season, as well as duringyofanear
ily Christmas Eve service. A theatrical element is often incorporated into their performansegansl
are given a special surprise gift each time they sing during a worship service.

Please consider joining us, and experience the fulfillment of making a musical contribution to the
worship life of the church.

David E. Brandes
Organist and Choir Director
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Scholarship Sunday July 12, 2015

The Scholarship Committee of Kitty Bassett, Susan Crowell and Phyllis Russell is pleased toosupport
youth as they continue their journeys. A total of $4,500 is equally distributed to the appiltanis)
exceptions being Confirmation Scholarships of $1,000 each. These call for a tithe or 10% dormation t
nonprofit program of the student’s choice.

Brooke AdamsUniversity of North CarolinaRobert V. Ficker Scholarship

Bethany BergerUniversity of Maine FarmingtgrHenry M. Harper, Jr. Confirmation Scholarship

Sarah Bergeryork County Community Collegdenry M. Harper, Jr. Confirmation Scholarship

Hannah BragdorEmmanuel CollegeRobert V. Ficker and Carolyn Walker Scholarships

Benjamin BragdonYork County Community Collegéhe Howes Education Fund

Christopher DunnUniversity of Southern Mainé&rik Fletcher Scholarship

Emma Ewy,University of Maine Oronol'he Howes Education Fund

Jamie LapointLipscomb UniversityErik Fletcher and South Church Scholarships

Charlie Merry,St. Michael’s CollegeErik Fletcher Scholarship

Hannah RollandElon University,Carolyn Walker Scholarship

William Spofford, Wheelock Collegerhe Howes Education Fund

Cameron Wiewell_asell College McConnell Scholarship

Ellie Wiewel, University of Southern Mainésobel Brennon, and Erik Fletcher Scholarship,
The Howes Education Fund

Kristin Wiewel, Salve Regina Universitysobel Brennon Scholarship







