Our Mission is to be an
inclusive community of
faith that preaches

the word of God,

teaches the love of Jesus

Christ and reaches out to
all through the

Holy Spirit.

An Open and Affirming
Congregation
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Words from our Minister

Advent ~ a time of preparation and reflection. A season of four weeks preceding
Christmas that we be ready to receive God's gift of new life, the Word made flesh,
hope in the midst of darkness. Regrettably it is often a season filled with more
stress and pressures. In such a fast paced, cyber society; this warning -or remedy-
that recently came to my attention. Beware, for we do not know the time or the
hour.
The Advent Virus
e A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on fears based on past
experiences.

¢ An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment.

e A loss of interest in judging other people.

e A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others.

e A loss of interest in conflict.

e A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious symptom.)

e Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.

e Contented feelings of connectedness with others and nature.

e Frequent attacks of smiling.

¢ An increasing tendency to /et things happen rather than make them happen.

An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the
uncontrollable urge to extend it. Imagine.... just imagine.  Charles

The season of ice and snow is now upon us - the question asked "What about
Sunday mornings?' As a reminder to one and all, here is our policy:

It is our general practice not to cancel Sunday morning worship due to snow/ice
storms, though the gathering may take a different form and perhaps take place as a
small group downstairs in the library area. This is due primarily to the fact that our
minister is a three minute walk from the church. However, when such conditions
exist—it is also our belief that NO ONE should travel if he/she is uncomfortable
on the road regardless of staff position or other responsibilities.

Road conditions vary greatly in different parts of our community, snow plowing of
driveways vary equally, and power outages hit different areas of our community
for varying periods of time. Simply put, do not come if you do not feel safe. The
key factor here is road conditions.

We will have notification of any closures on TV station, Channel 6, and if possible
on our church answering machine.
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"In the December darkness we peer from our windows
watching for an angel with rainbow wings to announce the
Hope of the World."

South Church Teen girls Navigating Through Girlhood - a special group with
Jennifer Merry for high school girls. Empower our youth in health, decision making,
spiritual growth, self-image, society pressures and more. The next meeting is on

On December 14 which will have an activity with Junior High girls.

Come and see our Live Nativity on Friday evening, December 5, 6:00pm on the
church front porch, immediately following the tree lighting in Dock Square.

Then the next day - Saturday - is a grand craft fair in the Community House sponsored
by our Women's Association (and is repeated on December 13).

Also on December 6- come downstairs at the Community House for some of the best
chowder and chili in town- a delicious luncheon . Proceeds support our mission team
headed to the Gulf Coast in March. Come and support our people as well as enjoy a
great lunch on a chilly day !

This year’s Christmas Pageant presented by our church school children
takes place on December 21 as part of the worship service.

A special gathering for our church school children:
Saturday December 13 at the Community House from 1-4:00pm. A time

of crafts, gift making, projects--- and ending with the Pageant rehearsal
at 3:00pm in the sanctuary. Details in a separate email to church school
families.

Would you like to do a reading at one of the Christmas Eve services:
4:00pm or 7:30pm ? Let Rev. Charles know as he is putting that together
this week. All ages/abilities welcome including family groups to light the
Advent wreath candles at the beginning of the service.

The earlier service - often called the Family Service,4:00pm, is a little
shorter in length but filled with readings and music.

The later service is one of 'Lessons and Carols', 7:30pm.

Special music at both. Please note, however - we will NOT be offering nursery care on Christmas
Eve in order that our providers may attend worship with their families.

Christmas Concert

DECEMBER 13th, 7:00 pm (Saturday)
Seaglass Chorale 7o Drive the Cold Winter Away

Join Seaglass Chorale for an evening of eclectic holiday and solstice music; ending
with a carol sing-a-long. Tickets ($15) available at the door.



Deadline to ordeZhristmas Poinsettiags December 12, 2014

Just call the church by December 12 please if you would like a poinsettia plant to be given 'in honor of' 'in
memory of' as you might wish.

$12.00 poinsettia plant (7 %2 inch pot, 2 plants per pot). OR

$6.00 for a smaller plant to be delivered for one of our homebound folks before Christmas.

In lieu of flowers a memorial gift in support of Child Abuse Prevention Council of
York County.

Forms are at the church or give Sarah a call. The larger ones will be in worship of December 21 and 24,
and then may be taken home. All poinsettias will be recognized in a bulletin insert on those days as will

memorial gift donations.

Grace Grace Street Ministry: The ministry needs warm gloves to distribute to
Stre-et homeless adults and teens in Portland. We will be collecting gloves from now
Ministry  through the holidays. The Giving Tree in the front entrance this year will receive

gifts of $5 Dunkin Donut cards for this same program. We at South Church are committed to
supporting this invaluable ministry.
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Circle of Giving Gift Shop: Offers a unique opportunity to choose alternative gifts for
families and friends and reconnect with the real meaning of Christmas. Each year, the
#8 Outreach Committee selects charities for the shop, always including a mix of local, national
and global. Colorful, attractive gift cards are available that include information about the
§ organization and what it does. South Church takes care of making the contributions directly to
the organization. The shop will be open during coffee hour, every Sunday in December, beginning with the
first Sunday in Advent. This year’s organizations include:
Caring Unlimited: works with the community to end domestic violence in York County.
Community Harvest:meets the needs of neighbors through food sharing, fellowship, and
Church Community Outreach Services Fuel AssistanBevides assistance with heating
costs for those in need in Kennebunk, Kennebunkport and Arundel.
Good Shepherd Food BankProvides food for those at risk of hunger throughout Maine.
York County Shelter ProgramCommitted to ending homelessness in York County by providing
shelter, food, low-income housing, and job training.
Lucky Pup RescueRescues dogs from overcrowded and kill shelters in New England and
southern states, fosters them in local homes, and finds them permanent homes.
Heifer International: Provides domestic animals to the poor and hungry for nourishment and
sustainable income.
Doctors Without BordersProviding international medical humanitarian aid since 1971.
One World Futbal Brings the joy of soccer and play to children in disadvantaged communities
around the world.
Water for PeopleBrings sustainable, safe and reliable water systems to the developing world.
Homes For Our Troop2rovides specially adapted homes for our severely wounded service members
all over the country at no cost to them.

Committee reports to be included in the church's Annual Report are due to Sarah in the office by
December 29. Please submit all your materials promptly (or before that date) in this busy time for her.

Our Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 25, following the worship service.




South Congregational Church Life Journeys
United Church of Christ ) o
PO Box 414 Baptism November 9  William Thomas Auer
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 Death November 11 Gloria M. Hickey
Phone: 207/967-2793

Fax: 207/967-5672
Search Committee: As we go to press, the search process for a

settled organist/choir director continues. Advertising has been
renewed after interviews earlier in the fall, and another interview
with a candidate is scheduled as we go to press. Your prayers of
support and God's hand will direct us to where we are to be.

‘We are on the web

www.southchurchucc.org

The Stewardship Committee respectfully requests the prompt return of your
pledge cards to support our programs for the coming year. This will minimize
follow-up phone calls and efforts. Additional stewardship letters / cards are
on the landing table or through Sarah in the office if you have misplaced yours
The deadline for submitting or if you did not receive one early last month. While it is not a necessity to
Ie‘:(‘:’flrfgftﬁrg;lee; ;Sﬂt:leg gth @ complete a pledge card in order to receive a box of offering envelopes (to
sarah@southchurchucc org, be available in a couple weeks), it does help in the budgeting and planning
process. Thank you.

"It has been said that to be a Christian was not to know the answers but to
begin to live the part of self where the question is born. To be speaking of an
attitude of listening, of awareness of presence, of an openness to mystery."



